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Helping the Community: Adoptions for February 2010

Most BARK dogs are rescued from local public shelters. These shelters are open admission facilities, meaning that they are required
by law to accept all unwanted dogs, such as those picked up as strays or surrendered by owners. When public shelters run out of room
to house the dogs, they sometimes euthanize as a means of population control. BARK and other rescue groups offer lifesaving
alternatives by transferring at risk dogs to their facilities, where they are housed until adoptive homes are found. In addition to finding
forever homes, BARK vaccinates, spays/neuters each dog and provides appropriate veterinary care.

We are proud to report that 39 dogs found loving homes last month! Additionally, five dogs were transferred to other rescue
organizations.

Congratulations to Vaughn, Fergi, Tulip, Martin, Emily, Cooper, Pixie, Maizi and Charity, who had all been at BARK for over a
year!

Adoption Materials Needed! Adoptions coordinator Terri is looking for donations to offset printing costs for adoption packet
materials and 2-pocket portfolio folders. If you can help out, please email terri@barkva.org.

(Return to Top)




Adoption Spotlight

Dogs featured in the Adoption Spotlight were selected as personal favorites by BARK volunteers. We hope you enjoy reading their
comments about these wonderful dogs. If you want to know more about a dog, click here for Petfinder bios. If you are interested in
meeting a dog featured in the adoption spotlight, please submit an application online at
http://www.barkva.org/html/form_adoption.htm, send an email to terri@barkva.org or call 804-449-BARK (2275).

Guy, a 5-year old Border collie/flat-coated retriever mix who has been featured in the
Adoption Spotlight several times, is still looking for a home. Always a volunteer favorite,
here’s what one volunteer has to say about him: “Now here is a gem who has been at BARK
for a few years. He is certainly a special boy who could definitely use a forever home. He is
well laid back, but has plenty of spice left. He will roll over for a belly rub or just sit there
and wait for a scratch on the back. That just gets him all excited and then he will want to
play! He is just a sweet dog, a good walker and enjoys anything you do for him. He would
be great for a person who is looking for a dog who doesn't need a lot. He will give you more
love and attention just knowing you’re there with him. He is a real special Guy!”

S

Here’s what one volunteer sent us about Cupid, a 2-3 year old retriever/terrier mix who
came to BARK more than a year ago: “What a love! He's been waiting a while for a home.
He gets along well with other dogs and is really a great dog. No reason he should still be
waiting for a home. He has waited so patiently. Cupid relishes any attention you give him
and would be very loyal to his owners.”




Casanova, Cupid’s brother, is also waiting patiently for his very own forever home. “Is
anyone looking for a wonderful four-legged addition to their family? If you are
considering adoption, please consider BARK and especially consider Casanova.
Casanova is a terrier/retriever mix who has spent too much time in a kennel. He has a
strong muscular build, short easy-to-groom coat and eyes that melt your heart. He is
strong on leash and would be a great partner for someone who wants a walking buddy
and an affectionate teddy bear to settle down with in the evening-maybe to snuggle up
with and watch a good movie, share some popcorn...! Wow, | can imagine him resting
on a couch now. That would feel so good compared to the concrete floors and dog
boxes he has slept on for so long.” Casanova is smart, eager to please, and would really
benefit from an obedience class. Casanova is a diamond in the rough, just looking for a

great new friend to shower with his loving hugs.

Romo, a young 21-Ib. beagle mix, came to BARK after animal control found him in a ditch. Here’s what a volunteer has to say about
him: “Romo is one of the sweetest little dogs | have ever known! And even though he plays with the other beagles well when he is in
an outdoor pen, he is dangerously timid inside the kennel. He hides most of the day in his little igloo and is too scared currently to
walk on a leash very often. Some of us hold and talk to him after we have finished cleaning. He prefers to have little eye contact, but
he is curious about people and will come to smell you and let you pet him if you are calm and sitting nearby. Once he gets out of the
kennel environment and away from all the barking dogs he begins to come out of his shell. He needs foster care or, best of all of
course, adoption! In a calmer environment, he will make a lot of progress. He would be fine with other dogs and would make a great
family member to someone who can give him time to develop some trust. He needs a family that loves him, will feed him in his own
little bowl, walk him, take him places and give him a place to sleep and call his own in a nice warm snuggly bed; maybe even get one
of those big chewy bones. Romo is waiting for you.”




Jasper is a young Australian kelpie/terrier mix and a favorite of one volunteer, who has this
to say about him: “What a doll baby he is. He has beautiful red hair, and has the cutest walk
about him. He has been waiting to be adopted since October, which is very surprising to me.
A few people have requested to meet him, but he's never been chosen. He is great with other
dogs, loves to play, very affectionate and loving, he loves his Kong toys, too. He's barely
over a year old now. He's really fun to be with and quite comical. He's watched his penmates
get a home, and then he gets a new pen mate, always gets along fine with them, and then they
get adopted and he doesn't. He just overall has a wonderful personality and anyone who
spends time with this boy will fall in love. He is a rare find-1’m amazed that no one has

discovered him and taken this boy home!”

Sadie 2 is an adult beagle mix. Here’s how a volunteer describes her: “What a love she is!
She is EXCELLENT with other dogs, has been wonderful with every dog we have had her in
with. She takes shy little Romo in and is teaching him how to play some. Romo loves Sadie
2 50 much. She is so gentle, too. She has the cutest wrinkles on her forehead and cutest
expressions. She is a happy-go-lucky girl who loves trail walks and everyone she meets. She
should be an easy dog for anyone. She's small, too, and the perfect size to snuggle up with
after a long day.”




Tango and Cash recently arrived at BARK with a very sad story. In January, they lost their
family in an act of murder/suicide and ended up in the Henrico County animal shelter. Found
in their former owner’s back yard, no one knows what their names were but we have named
them Tango and Cash. Tango is the more wiry-haired of the two, but both seem to be . .
retriever mixes. Here’s how a volunteer describes them: “Tango is shy and hesitant and Cash ~ FE=

is wide open and boisterous. Both are friendly with people but you can tell they really loveto = = 7
be together and that Tango gets a bit nervous when Cash is not right with him. We would A <
like to keep them together in a special home that will love them and work with them as they
need basic training and socialization. They were probably just kept out in the backyard as
they are can be hard to manage on leash. | don't think they really were ever walked on

leash.”
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Volunteer Corner

Webmaster wanted!

If you would like to help out with BARK’s websitplease emailobin@barkva.org.

Microchip Fundraiser Team Needed!
We have an IMMEDIATE need for a team of 2 or more 6 plan and provide BARK'’s microchip clinic fundraisers.

Microchip clinics are open to BARK adopters andgleeeral public. Since starting in 2008, BARK Michip Clinics generated over
$1,000 for BARK dogs. It's a great way to help fx@®gs safe AND generate monies for the BARK dogs!

BARK will provide ALL the materials needed for ttedinics:
A template of Clinic Information to send to all peipants

BARK release forms for owners to complete
Microchips

Completely sanitary microchip & chipping tool
Sheltercare Microchip information for owner(s)
Instructions on how to enter the data in Petpoint

The new team will plan & execute the clinics:
PLANNING

Secure a date & location for the microchip clifpeevious locations used have been 4045 Yoga imfiad — the business of
a happy BARK adopter; & Canine to Five doggy dagdarRichmond)

Post information in the BARK newsletter (& any atlh@cations that may help generate interest) -le that same
information posted on the BARK site and removedeaihe clinic has passed

Respond to and register owners and their dogs

Email all registrants all the information about aptng clinics.

Confirm BARK dogs for lower cost chipping by cheaffiPetpoint (or having it checked by someone at RAR



